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KEYNOTE ADDRESS: KERL L A JEUNE

Kerl LaJeune earned two degrees in 1992: BA in Architecture - Structure and BA in 
Architecture – Design.  He is one of the founding board members of the UIC Alumni 
Association and currently serves as President-Elect of the UIC Alumni Board.  He has 
served in a variety of volunteer roles since graduation including serving on the College of 
Architecture, Design, and the Arts (A3) Alumni Board, UIC Alumni Engagement Advisors, 
Campus Alumni Advisory Board, University of Illinois Alumni Alliance Board of Directors, 
University of Illinois Alumni Alliance Board of Directors Awards Committee, University of 
Illinois Alumni Alliance Awards and Recognition Committee and University of Illinois Alumni 
Alliance Board of Operations. Kerl is the Director of Planning and Design at the Public 
Building Commission of Chicago. He and his partner live in Chicago, IL. He has two children.



J.  RE X TOLLIVER DISTINGUISHED SERVICE  
ORGANIZ ATION AWARD

The Distinguished Service Award is given to the student organization which has displayed 
outstanding service through a one-time event/program or ongoing volunteer activities in 
the campus and/or in the community. The service should display a significant level of time, 
effort, and creativity.

Nominees for 2024

Alpha Phi Omega
Association of Latino Professionals For America (ALPFA)
Journal of Pre-Health Affiliated Students 
Marksmanship Club
Palestine Children’s Relief Fund

Past Recipients

2023 	 Palestine Children’s Relief Fund
2022 	 Association of Latino Professionals for America (ALPFA)

OUTSTANDING STUDENT ORGANIZATION ADVISOR

This award recognizes the advisor of a registered student organization that provided exemplary 
service in engaging and developing student leaders and the organizations they serve.

Nominees for 2024

Sahar Alrayyes – Palestine Children’s Relief Fund
Dr. Laura Hirshfield – International Medical Student Association
Jonathan Komperda – Society of Automotive Engineers @ UIC
Kim Moon – Black Students in Business
Ariz Saleem – Impactful Relief

Past Recipients

2021	 Kim Moon – Black Students in  Business
2021	 Elsa Soto – Society of Women Engineers



COMMITMENT TO DIVERSIT Y AWARD

The University of Illinois at Chicago is one of the most diverse campuses in the country and 
we are fortunate to have a wealth of cultures represented within our community. Students 
attend a university that seeks to foster an environment where social development and cultural 
learning opportunities can occur. The Commitment to Diversity Award recognizes an individual, 
event, or organization that provided a forum for cultural awareness, understanding, and/or 
education to flourish. The recipient of this award will have displayed a commitment to diversity 
by extending an opportunity for our students to be culturally enlightened and enriched.

Nominees for 2024

Asian American Business Association
Asian American Students in Alliance 
Association of Latino Professionals For America
Black Students in Business
Black, Indigenous, People of Color Dietetic and Nutrition Association
Chinese Club at UIC
Downtown Voices
Fencing Club
International Medical Student Association
Mujeres En Medicina
Society of Automotive Engineers

Past Recipients

2023	 Student Association of Medical Artists Palestinian Children’s Relief Fund
2022	 Minority Association of Pre-Health Students
2021	 Minority Association of Pre-Medical Students for Minorities in Academia Week
2020	 Alternative Spring Break
2019	 Muslim Student Association | Discover Islam Week
2017	 Alternative Spring Break
2016	 Korean American Student Association
2015	 Lambda Theta Phi Latin Fraternity, Inc.
2014	 Lambda Theta Phi Latin Fraternity, Inc.
2013	 Queers and Allies
2012	 Muslim Student Association
2011	 Alternative Spring Break
2010	 alpha Kappa Delta Phi International Sorority, Inc.
2009	 Alternative Spring Break
2008	 Filipinos in Alliance
2007	 Filipinos in Alliance
2006	 Filipinos in Alliance



OUTSTANDING NEW STUDENT ORGANIZ ATION  
OF THE YE AR AWARD

Annually, 20–30 new student organizations join the university community. These new 
student organizations work to establish themselves as student leaders, while creating 
opportunities for their peers to grow and develop, and contribute to UIC. The nominees 
demonstrate outstanding potential for growth and development of its members and leaders 
to create a vibrant UIC experience. This award recognizes one student organization each 
year that has demonstrated true excellence among its peers within UIC’s community.

Nominees for 2024

American Association of Pharmaceutical Sciences Student Chapter at UIC
Black Students in Business
Black, Indigenous, People of Color Dietetics Nutrition Association
Chinese Club at UIC
Collegiate Entrepreneurs Organization
Eastern European Student Association
Impactful Relief
International Medical Student Association
Iranian student organization
Mujeres En Medicina
Redeemed Christiaçn Church of God North America
The Film Society

Past Recipients

2023	 Self-Defense and Assault Awareness
2022	 LAUGH
2021	 Pre-Health Mentor Network
2020	 American Medical Women’s Association for Pre-Health Students
2019	 Mogul
2017 	 Speech and Forensics Team 
2016	 See the Silver Lining 
2015	 Mental Health and Disability Allinace (MHDA)



OUTSTANDING STUDENT ORGANIZ ATION  
OF THE YE AR AWARD

Student organizations are the hub of student activity on campus. They provide opportunities 
for students to enrich their campus life. We are fortunate to have a diverse group of 
student organizations that spend numerous hours volunteering, not only at UIC, but also 
in the Chicagoland community. They conquer new horizons through innovative planning, 
resourcefulness, determination, and steadfast commitment. The Student Organization of the 
Year Award allows us to honor their efforts and thank them for their contributions.

Nominees for 2024

Alpha Eta Mu Beta
American Association of Pharmaceutical Sciences Student Chapter at University of Illinois 
Chicago
Asian American Business Association
Association of Latino Professionals For America
Black Students in Business
Club for American Sign Language
Downtown Voices
Italian Club
MannMukti
Palestinian Children’s Relief Fund
Women in Computer Science

Past Recipients

2023	 The Film Society
2022	 Association of Latino Professionals for America (ALPFA)
2021	 National Alzheimer’s Buddies
2020	 American Marketing Association
2019	 Palestine Children’s Relief Fund
2018	 Colleges Against Cancer 
2017	 Food Recovery Network 
2016	 Medlife
2015	 Alternative Spring Break
2014	 Lambda Theta Alpha Latin Sorority, Inc.
2013	 Gamma Phi Omega International Sorority, Inc. La Unidad Latina, 
	 Lambda Upsilon Lambda
2012	 Lambda Theta Alpha Latin Sorority, Inc.
2011	 American Pharmacists Association, Academy of Student Pharmacists
2010	 Alternative Spring Break
2009	 Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.—Theta Chapter
2008	 Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers
2007	 Engineers Without Borders
2006	 New Life Volunteering Society



UIC CO-CURRICUL AR  
LE ADERSHIP CERTIFICATE

The UIC Co-Curricular Leadership Certificate has four phases: Exploring, Engaging, 
Leading, and Sharing. Within each phase students learned new concepts, reflected on 
this new learning, applied it in meaningful and tangible ways, and ultimately assessed 
the application of this newly learned information. This program provides a customized 
experience for developing leadership competencies through leadership education and 
training, co-curricular involvement, and self-reflection. The program culminates with a 
presentation at IMPACT Day documenting their growth as a leader.

Nidhi Bhupalam
Felix Timothy Celestino
Parrama Chouhan
Samantha Orozco
Aryaman Narang



INTERNATIONAL STUDENT  
AMBASSADOR SERVICE AWARD

The International Student Ambassador Service Award honors international students who are 
attending UIC on an international student visa and have made an outstanding contribution 
to the University through campus and/or community service, particularly by contributing 
to greater knowledge and understanding across our diverse national cultures. Student 
nominees must have contributed a significant amount of time and effort to projects, 
activities or causes that advance intercultural and international understanding on the UIC 
campus and/or amongst the Chicago community. Nominators or nominees should submit 
a resume or CV and documentation that demonstrates their contributions to intercultural 
understanding and knowledge at UIC or in the broader Chicago community. 

Nominees for 2024

Samson Adejumo
Harshit Agarwal
Lidia Aguilera Lora
Blessing Akum Audu
Bund Chaudhary
Elane De Menezes 
Swaranka Deshmukh
Rahin Jain
Hua Jiang

Manead Khin
Aditya Koneru
Karem Manresa Cumarin
Karen Mao
Mohammadreza Moeini
Mohamed Saad Mohamed
Aryaman Narang
Sireen M Odeh
Dareen Magdi Odeh
Rita Oghenero Omuero

Peculiar Feenna Onyekere
Olufunmilola Oyelola
Khushi K Patel
Sahaja Peddaveerannagari
Chalmers Phua
Lakshay Sharma
Amir Toumie
Ngoc Cam Tu Truong
Jingchen Zhang

Past Recipients 

2023	 Sakshi Dureja 
	 My Le Thao Nguyen

2022	 Alejandra Fabiola Medina Carrillo 
	 Gokul Pareek



EUGERTHA BATES MEMORIAL AWARD

The Eugertha Bates Memorial Award is given in recognition of a student whose volunteer and 
leadership activities in a campus and/or community setting demonstrate a significant level 
of caring, dedication, and selfless commitment to others. Nominees for this award must have 
made an exceptional contribution to the humanitarian needs of others. There are two nomination 
categories for this award: Graduate/Professional Student and Undergraduate Student.

Nominees for 2024

Undergraduate Students

Harshit Agarwal
Fatima Alshboul
Deborah Babalola
Yazen Bakri
Justin Banks
Yara Baste
Felix Celestino
Oluchi  Echeumuna

Lauren Frame
Rahin Jain
Kathleen  Lerias
Brenda Leyva
Tahniat  Nadeem
Dareen Odeh
Sireen Odeh
Dayane  Padilla

Aarya Patel
Khushi Patel
Abigail Pettineo
Alopi Shah
Diya  Sharma
Kathryn Smith
Melanie Valentin

Graduate/Professional Students

Samson Adejumo
Blessing Akum Audu
Lazma Deeb
Leticia Diaz Leon

Manead Khin
Mohammadreza Moeini
Maryam  Muhammad
Anthony Oddo

Delaney Razo
Gabriel Tankersley
Bintou Timbine

Past Recipients

2023 Aditi Doshi, Nicole 
Dziedzic, Keshav Gandhi, 
Aniela Kieta 

2022 Parrama Chouhan, 
Sonya V. Gupta, Maegan 
Resuello, Ange Uwimana

2021 Hannah Bonecutter, 
Renae Mijares Encinas, 
Nereida Rosas

2020 Reham Awad, Deisy 
Carvalho Fernandes, Leigha 
Sommer, Catherine Tran

2019 Ummesalmah 
Abdulbaseer, Rashida 
Abdul-Ganiyu, Alan Sadural, 
Richard Severin, Marvin 
Slaughter, Michelle Vu

2018 Jasmine Babers, 
Karissa Frazier, Joseph 
Geraghty, Vidyani 
Suryadevara, Meredith 
Wilkinson

2017 Sankhya Amaravadi, 
Crissel Marie S. Arban, 
Mariel Rancel, Natalie Reyes 

2016 Juwan Hall, Usama 
Ibrahim, Carlos Jara-Garate, 
Belinda Moy, Mariyah 
Muqeet, Jaclyn Rodriguez

2015 Katie Babbitt, Megan 
Chan, Neha Chandan, Ally 
Joyce, Christina Rojas, Zoie 
Sheets



2014 Sara Agate, Valerie 
Arias, Cesar Menchaca, 
Ponnu Padiyara, Chelsea 
Pfeiffer

2013 Yale Cho, Santiago 
Del Real, Wenji Guo, Jennifer 
Kwan, Ponnu Padiyara, Ken 
Thomas, Thomas Wubben

2012 Angelique Bodine, 
Karolina Sabaliauskaite, 
Jessica Suarez, Yalda Afshar, 
Zachary Bleicher, Samantha 
Keca

2011 Mary Grace Chua, 
Roshina Khan, Deanna 
Lewis, Molly Maloof, and 
Chynna Moerlien

2010 Vipan Nikore, Angelica 
Alonso

2009 Fariha Siddiqui, Adam 
Kuranishi

2008 Jennifer Tsang, Emily 
Finchum

2007 Rishi Rattan, 
Katherine Stachowicz

2006 Robert Soltys

2005 Sae Rom Chae

2004 Jennifer Kunkel

2003 Gaurav Gaiha

2002 Kevin Dryden

2001 Haley Naik, Jarrod 
Wright

2000 Kartika Bajaj, Peter 
Moschovis

1999 Larana von Braun

1998 Carmen Gomez

1997 Sophie Makhubu

1996 Nicole Sherr

1995 Karoline Hermes, 
Kristin Umland

1994 Soma Walizadah

1992 Theresa M. Schultz

1991 Genoveva Murillo

1990 Ellin M. Brown



JANE ADDAMS DISTINGUISHED  
SERVICE AWARD 

The Jane Addams Distinguished Service Award is given to a student whose volunteer activity 
substantially addresses a distinct need in the community. Individual recipients must be 
involved in the creation of a new project or service to address such a need, demonstrate the 
highest level of dedication and selfless commitment to volunteer service, and inspire others 
to engage in volunteer service.

Nominees for 2024 

Undergraduate Students

Harshit  Agarwal
Fatima Alshboul
Yara Baste
Felix Celestino
Lauren Frame
Rahin Jain

Fatimah Jalal
Tahniat  Nadeem
Dareen Odeh
Sireen Odeh
Dayane  Padilla

Khushi Patel
Aparna Ramakrishnan
Sara Restrepo
Lakshay Sharma
Kathryn Smith

Graduate/Professional Students

Samson Adejumo
Blessing Akum Audu
Lazma Deeb
Leticia Diaz Leon

Cintia  Gonzaga Pickel
Manead Khin
Mohammadreza Moeini
Maryam  Muhammad

Anthony Oddo
Rita Omuero
Delaney Razo
Gabriel Tankersley

Past Recipients 

2023	 Syeda Akila Ally, Keshav Gandhi, Maegan Resuello, David Scott Wu
2022	 Pierina Gonzalez, Raissa Numeriano Dubourcq Dantas, Prarthana Prashanth, Aditi Wadhwa
2021	 Abdullah Jalal, Sedra Khan, Mizanur Rahman, Abigail Suleman
2020	 Jacob Dachman, Lazma Deeb, Cory Reiter, Deborah Salami
2019	 Muskaan Chhibber
2018	 Crissel Marie S. Arban, Stephanie Grach, Sufyan Shaltaf, Shana Snarrenberg
2017	 Tiffany Cheng, Usama Ibrahim, Iyesha Robinson 
2016	 Sarah Bunch, Rafid Rahman, Zoie Sheets



PRESIDENT’S VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARD

Nationally, the President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation was established in 
2003 to recognize the valuable contributions that volunteers make in our communities 
and to encourage others to serve. UIC is pleased to partner with the President’s Council to 
recognize our students whose work, service, and community contributions merit recognition 
with this award—as we believe it can set a standard for service, encourage a sustained 
commitment to civic participation, and inspire others to make service a central part of their 
lives. This award is presented to students whose volunteer service matched or exceeded at 
least 100 hours of service work since the beginning of the school year.

Nominees for 2024 

Bronze Medal 
Awarded to young adults with 100-174 hours and adults with 100-249 hours of service

Michelle Campos
Felix Timothy Celestino
Manav Gupta

Mariam Hassan
Mojde Mir
Zeenat Muhammad

Antra Patel
Rushi Patel
Alopi Shah

Silver Medal 
Awarded to young adults with 175-249 hours and adults with 250-499 hours of service

Tesneem Amine
Lazma Deeb

Aniela Kieta
Anjali Patel

Arman Raghian
Anxhela Talelli

Gold Medal 
Awarded to young adults with 250+ hours and adults with 500+ hours of service

Yazen Bakri
Madeline Cardona
Nicole Dziedzic
Mohammed Haq

Nicholas Hart
My Nguyen



CHANCELLOR’S STUDENT SERVICE AWARD

Since 1973, the Chancellor’s Student Service Award (CSSA) has honored students who 
have made an outstanding contribution to the University through campus and community 
service. Student recipients must contribute a significant amount of time, effort, and 
creativity to one or more campus and/or community service projects. Students must be 
enrolled during the academic year in which the award is received, be in good academic (at 
least a 2.5 GPA) and judicial standing, have volunteered in a campus and/or community 
service organization, and must have made a significant contribution to an organization.

The service activities of our students vary greatly each year as they contribute to both the 
university and community. Some examples of their contributions are:

•	 Volunteering in community hospitals and health clinics
•	 Serving meals and educating children at homeless and women’s shelters
•	 Tutoring at various educational and public service institutions
•	 Planning and coordinating academic and service conferences
•	 Organizing students to lobby on behalf of environmental concerns
•	 Serving on search, advisory, scholarship, and ad-hoc University committees
•	 Educating and mentoring students
•	 Volunteering as crisis counselors
•	 Fundraising for medical, political, and educational causes
•	 Organizing and volunteering at cultural events
•	 Providing guidance and resources to UIC students

Leadership honor cords are provided to students as part of their award(s) to wear at Commencement ceremonies.

Undergraduate and Graduate/Professional Student Recipients for 2024
Elma Abdulbaki
Samson Adejumo
Joshua Adisumarta
Harshit Agarwal
Lidia Aguilera Lora
Sonia Alavi
Saba Ali
Kasra Alizadeh
Matthew Almendras
Fatima Alshboul
Ruqayyah Alvi
Jordan Angel
Zeljana Antic

Mario Arias
Fola Arowora
Juan Arreola Sanchez 
Taylor Ashmore
Feras Atassi
Carter Ato
Ceasar Attar
Blessing Akum Audu
Deborah Babalola
Mirza Ayman Baig
Yazen Bakri
Jonathan Banks
Justin Banks

Quinn Basta
Yara Kalid Baste
Clara Baumgarten
Amber Beck
Brooke Beyer
Ronit Bhagat
Abari Bhattacharya
Daniel Binion
Isabella Bonilla
Karina Rose Bonilla
Nichole Botello
Connery James Brennan
Ruta Briaukus



Jacob James Brown
Matoy Caballes
Phillip N. Cabeen
Ana Calic
Juliana Campolargo Hoyos
Madeline Cardona
Ada Carter
Andrea Carol Celestine
Felix Timothy Celestino
Chih-Jia Chao
Bund Chaudhary
Zaphrirah S Chin 
Tenzin Chosang
Parrama Chouhan
Spencer Coffee
Alena Combes-Baldwin
Ethan Cruz
Mikaela Cruz
Mark Cummings
Riley E. Cutler
Ashley Dahlquist
Rocio De La Torre
Elane De Menezes 
Lazma Deeb
Sydney Rae DeJonge
Swaranka Deshmukh
Shravni Deshmukh 
Krisha Dhall
Leticia Diaz Leon
Karoline Dittmer
Ashli Drummond
Thitinan Duangjina
Jasmine Andrea Duarte
Karina Duncker-Hoffmann
Khorizon Dunn
Sakshi Dureja
Connor Dyball
Oluchi Echeumuna
Akrum Elshazali

Olamiji Fabamigbe
Michael Fernandes
Carlotta F. Ferri
Nathan Florendo
Samuel Fordjour
Lauren Frame
Dana Franceschini
Maya Balan-Gaubert Gabriel
Sara Ganas
Giancarlo Garcia
Conrad Gastfield
Nour Ghobrial
Emily A Giangrande
Cintia Gonzaga Pickel
Michael Griego
Manav Gupta
Laila Hammad
Susie Hammons
Brandon Gabriel 
Hansknecht
Amber Hanson - Dansby
Mohammed Haq
Nicholas Hart
Jasmine Harvey
Sara Hasan
Marty Heath
Isabel Hedriana
Maxine Honeywell
Christine Hong
Karim Hummos
Dua E Hussain
Ngozi Ihemeson
Remigijus Kristupas 
Ivanovas
Hamad Jabarah
Rohan Jacob
Rahin Jain
Fatimah Nadeem Jalal
Miki Jamerson

Thanakrit Jeamjitvibool
Mashal Jiwani
Elaina Johnson
Jovita Maria Johnson
Christopher Juarez
Ibtesam Kamal
Bardia Kashani
Kolade Kenneth
Mahyan Khalili
Moosa S Khan
Manead Khin
Phiset Khueanthong
Nami Kim
Lisa Marie King
Christopher Michael 
Korfiatis 
Tyler Kroll
Zaria Lane
Hailey Larson
Efeeloo Lege
Kathleen Ann Tiu Lerias
Kasey Leung
Brenda Leyva
Edgar Lopez
Emily Lopez
Sara Lap-hang Lung
Edward Machala
Kushi Madadakere
Karem Manresa Cumarin
Karen Mao
Shwe Yee Win Mar 
Sean Martin
Ciara Colette Martinez
Erika Maslennikov
Roshini Ganga Merneedi
Diana Mesarina
Marium Mesia
Rachel Miller
David Minshall



CSSA Undergraduate and Graduate/Professional Student Recipients for 2024 continued

Daniela Miteva Kamceva
Mohammadreza Moeini
Jacob Molnar
Abigail Montebello
Stefanee Monterroso
Jordan Montgomery
Amanda Noelle Montoney
Lauren Moy
Nicole Christine Muffitt
Maryam Khalilah 
Muhammad
Keaton Mullins
Akshada Mutha
Tahniat Nadeem
Georgie Nahass
Aryaman Narang
Prateek Narang
Lilly Nguyen
Sharon Nguyen
Hannah Nielsen
Ifeoma Njubigbo
Kacper Nowaczyk
Catelynn O’Neal
Anthony Oddo
Sireen M Odeh
Dareen Magdi Odeh
Angela Victoria Olivar
Rita Oghenero Omuero
Peculiar Feenna Onyekere
Madonna Ovoh
Monica Jocelinne Padilla
Dayane Padilla
Yu Jean Park
Armin Pashaeimofrad
Aarya Patel
Dhara Patel 
Khushi K Patel
Khushi Patel 
Prey Patel
Ruchi Patel

Tilak Patel
My Duong Patterson
Sahaja Peddaveerannagari
Gabriela Andrea Peña
Natalia Peña
Anthony Ray Pendleton Jr.
Arsen Peredruk
Ricky Leonel Pesantez
Abigail Elizabeth Pettineo
Chalmers Phua
Naishalee Pineiro-Valle 
Brian Ponce
Angel Dominique Posadas
Tereza Progri
Jaya Rose Purathur
Mike Rafati
Arman Raghian
Kheerthivasan 
Ramachandran
Aparna Ramakrishnan
Payal Rami
Alexis Reinders
Christopher Rendon
Sara Restrepo
Alanis Rodríguez Colón
Hataitaya Rohan
Fabiely Roldan
Esteban A. Romero 
Maxwell Andrew Romza
Hannah Rosenfeld
Jermaine Poquiz Rosete
Grace Ruhnke
Adriana Salazar-McKinney
Kolawole Sangokoya
Thea Philline Santiago
Brian Sarad
Elissa Naomi Schaffner
Gavin Michael Schulz
Alopi Shah
Disha Sharma

Kartikey Sharma 
Lakshay Sharma
Kayley Sherwood
Kathryn M Smith
Nadine Elizabeth Smith
Haley Snodgrass
Dustin So
Natalia Solak
Leah Minjae Song
Adam Sulh
Barunka Szamaranszky
Nathan Luis Talag
Dea Talelli
Gabriel Tankersley
Dean Tchakanakis
Helen Thio
Haniyyah Thomas
Caesar Thompson
Ellie Thomson
Bintou Timbiné
Jacqueline Tomecki 
Ruben David Torres
Eyzel Dayanara Torres 
Vicencio
Amelia E Trojak
Ngoc Cam Tu Truong
Angelo Turla
Nidhi Vala
Melanie Valentin
Amari Vossoughi-Parks
Aaron Wagan
Jhamal J. Wallace
Alexandra Wierzbiak
Joshua Zabat
Eliza Zarebski
Abdul Kareem Zatar
Jingchen Zhang
Michelle Zhou



ACTIVITIES HONOR ARY SOCIET Y

The Activities Honorary Society (AHS) was chartered in 1950 at the University of Illinois 
Undergraduate Division of the University of Illinois when it was housed at Navy Pier. The intent 
of its founders was to recognize undergraduate students who demonstrate broad and deep 
involvement in co-curricular activities. This 70-year-old honorary society is one of the oldest 
traditions at the University of Illinois Chicago (UIC), and its purpose remains the same today.

Students selected for induction into AHS have served in at least three diverse organizations 
and/or in a diverse set of activities within them. Nominees must be in good academic 
standing (minimum of 2.5/4.0 grade-point average) with at least 72 academic credit hours 
completed by the end of the spring term in which they are nominated. These individuals 
serve as examples to their fellow students who aspire to similar levels of involvement for the 
betterment of the campus.

Nominations are made by faculty members, advisors, mentors, staff, and students, and 
are subjected to a rigorous selection process in which the student’s contributions to the 
University are evaluated in terms of demonstrated leadership qualities, level of involvement, 
administrative skill, and overall contributions to the student experience at UIC. The selection 
is made by a committee of alumni, some of whom have previously been inducted into AHS, 
thus making the honor unique among other UIC student awards. No more than 15 inductees 
are selected each year.

The following members of the AHS Class of 2024 were formally inducted earlier today.

Inductee Class of 2024

Deborah Babalola

Justin Banks

Felix Timothy Celestino

Bund Chaudhary

Emmanuel Enriquez

Lauren Frame

Nicholas Hart

Brenda Leyva

Aryaman Narang

Abigail Elizabeth Pettineo

Chalmers Phua

Arman Raghian

Jermaine Poquiz Rosete

Diya  Sharma 

Kathryn M Smith



FR ATERNIT Y AND SORORIT Y LIFE AWARDS

The following awards were given to fully honor and celebrate individual, organizational, 
and community achievements of the outstanding members and top chapter/community 
engagement experiences of UIC Fraternity and Sorority Life (FSL).  All nominees were 
honored, and awards were distributed at the FSL Awards Night earlier this month.

Advisor of the year: Abbey Breckling - Chi Sigma Omega Sorority

Alumnus/a of the year: Tyler Andrle - Kappa Pi Beta Fraternity, Inc.

Community Member of the Year: Khushi Patel - Delta Phi Omega Sorority, Inc.

Council Leader of the Year: Allie Staykova - Collegiate Panhellenic Council (CPC)

Council of the Year: Greeks of the Pan-Asian American Council  - (GPAAC)

Outstanding Collaboration in Unity of the Year: Alpha Phi Gamma National Sorority, Inc. - 
Diamonds Under Pressure

Outstanding Educational/Cultural Event of the Year: alpha Kappa Delta Phi International 
Sorority, Inc. & Chi Sigma Tau National Fraternity, Inc. - ManifestASIAN of the Lucky Lunchbox

Outstanding Community Activism (Individual): Diego Castillo - Omega Delta Phi  
Fraternity, Inc.

Outstanding Organization Rebranding: Delta Psi Alpha Multicultural Co-Ed Fraternity, Inc.

Outstanding Organization Philanthropy: Delta Phi Epsilon Sorority

Outstanding Organization Volunteer Service: Theta Lambda Beta Fraternity, Inc.

The Nobility Award - Exemplary Risk Management: Chi Sigma Omega Sorority

Line/Class/Ship of the Year Award: F.A.T.E.S. - Spring 2023 - Alpha Phi Alpha  
Fraternity, Inc.

New Member of the Year (Fraternity): John Paradela - Theta Lambda Beta Fraternity, Inc.

New Member of the Year (Sorority): Jennifer Lopez Hernandez - Gamma Phi Omega 
International Sorority, Inc.

Golden Award - Lifetime of FSL Service: Felix Celestino - Phi Kappa Psi Fraternity

Fraternity President of the Year: Frank Mensah - Omega Delta Phi Fraternity, Inc.

Sorority President of the Year: Jacqueline Tran - Alpha Phi Gamma National Sorority, Inc.

Fraternity of the Year: Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

Sorority of the Year: Chi Sigma Omega Sorority



SPECIAL RECOGNITION

Each fall, an outstanding senior from each of the four-year degree-granting institutions 
of higher learning in Illinois is awarded the Abraham Lincoln Civic Engagement Award. 
The Governor of Illinois bestows the award. They become Student Laureate of The 
Lincoln Academy of Illinois. In the spirit of Lincoln, Student Laureates are honored for 
their leadership and service in the pursuit of the betterment of humanity and for overall 
excellence in curricular and extracurricular activities.  Congratulations!

	 2023 Student Laureate – Abigail Elizabeth Pettineo

The UIC Forensics Program/Speech and Debate Team, led by Director of Forensics Vance 
Pierce, won the 2024 National Speech Championship team title!  Congratulations to the UIC 
Speech 2023-2024 team, e-board, and coaches on this wonderful achievement!

	 Lavontae Morrow – Championships in Dramatic Interpretation; Poetry Interpretation; 
	 Program Oral Interpretation; and Prose Interpretation, 3rd Place in Duo Interpretation  
	 with Darrow Richmond, National Runner-Up Informative Speaking,

	 Darrow Richmond – National Runner-Up in Poetry Interpretation, 4th Place in Dramatic 
	 Interpretation, 3rd Place Prose Interpretation, Semi-Finalist in Program Oral Interpretation

	 Isabel Kapustka – 3rd Place in Impromptu Speaking, 5th Place Informative Speaking, 
	 4th Place Persuasive Speaking, Semi-Finalist in Extemporaneous Speaking

	 Genesis Abad –National Runner-Up in Communication Analysis, Semi-Finalist in After 
	 Dinner Speaking,

	 Yarely Galeno – 5th Place in Duo Interpretation with Darrow Richmond

	 Serena Ahmad – National Runner-Up in Impromptu Speaking, 3rd Place in After Dinner 
	 Speaking, 4th Place in Communication Analysis, 3rd Place in Extemporaneous Speaking



SPECIAL THANKS

Mariela Aranda
Lindsey Bach
Rae Joyce Baguilat
Anjelica Barrett
An’Tonai Boykin
Alexa Hunt
Kevin Cane
Nehemiah Chung
Tiffany Gonzales
 

Atta Gould
Eric Long
Lori Marshall
Kelly McCray
Neal McCrillis, PhD
Karen Milroy
Marc Mobley
Pierre Paul
Vance Pierce
Joy Vergara

Hannah Wilson
Allen Womble, PhD
FNX Coyote
UIC Catering
UIC Creative and 
Digital Services
UIC Meetings and 
Conferences
UIC Student Center East

Activities Honorary Society Selection Committee 2024 

Jessica Adkisson - BS ‘13
Sodabeh Etminan - BS ’04, MPH ‘13
Scott Fecho - BS ’04, BA’04
Gary Merrill - BA ‘79
Geraldine Piskorski - BA ‘74
Theodote Pontikes - BS ’96, MD ‘05
Michael Weinstein - BA ‘70
April Wyncott - BA ‘80

Student Leadership and Civic Engagement (SLCE) 

The mission of SLCE is to:

•	 Provide student-centered co-curricular leadership and service programming that  
	 facilitates diverse and inclusive collaboration, self-awareness, and socially just 	  
	 community engagement.

•	 Encourage personal and professional development, active citizenship, cultural humility,  
	 and transformational growth.

Center for Student Involvement (CSI)

Our mission is to build a foundation for holistic development through educational, social, 
leadership, and cultural programming for UIC students. We will foster an environment to 
build affinity to UIC, a community within the city of Chicago, through a multitude of student 
events, student organizations, and leadership opportunities.
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